What happens to an estate when a person
dies without making a Will?

When a person dies without leaving a valid Will, their property (the estate) must be shared out according to
certain rules. These are called the rules of intestacy. A person who dies without leaving a Will is called an
intestate person. Only married or civil partners and some other close relatives can inherit under the rules of
intestacy. If someone makes a Will but it is not legally valid, the rules of intestacy decide how the estate will
be shared out.

How does it work?
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Everything is
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partner inherits Do they have parents shared equally
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Do they have any
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grandchildren? siblings?
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If the deceased’s estate is worth more than £322,000, and
they are survived by children or grandchildren, as well
as a spouse or civil partner, then the following applies: Do they have any
«  Alimit of £322,000, with regard to all assets that pass whole blood aunts _@%—
in their entirety. or uncles¥, or half-blood
Anything over and above £322,000 is split; with ones, if not?
half to the surviving spouse or civil partner and the
other half to be split amongst any surviving children
or grandchildren.

All personal possessions (there is no maximum
value to this).

"' Everything is passed to the Crown. "‘

Writing a Will allows you to have control over what happens to your property, money and belongings (known as your estate) after
you die. It will reduce the stress for your loved ones and ensures your esate goes to the people and causes you care about.

Visit www.sinclairlaw.co.uk for more information gl N C I_AI R I_A

and to arrange a free 30-minute consultation.
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*If whole blood relatives have died leaving children, then their children will inherit in priority to the half-blood relatives or their children. Information is provided as guidance only; please contact us to speak with
one of our wills and probate solicitors to discuss your particular circumstances. The Rules of Intestacy described relate to England and Wales only. Information correct as at July 2023.



